On orientation night, the biggest concern is the difference between standard and honors biology. Freshmen enroll in one of these classes to begin their high school career. The junior high does an excellent job recommending students for the appropriate level of science. With that said, here is a description of the 2 classes:

Standard vs. Honors Biology
· Honors biology is best for students with well-developed study skills. Students have opportunities to practice what is learned in class and correct responses on their own. These students are independent learners and self-motivated to prepare for class. Students are asked to complete assignments which benefit them on assessments, but are not always graded. Students are immersed in lab activities and often design their own experiments. 

· Standard biology is best for students who need multiple opportunities to practice the content and a more guided learning environment. These students cover the same content as in honors at a different pace and depth. Assignments are often graded which help with accountability and study habits. Students experience regular lectures and a variety of lab activities. Students will also design their own experiments throughout the year. 

Each biology class addresses Next Generation Science Standards. Honors is more project and lab-based while standard biology is a more traditional approach with lecture and labs. These disciplinary core ideas are as follows:
1. From molecules to organisms: structures and processes
2. Ecosystems: Interactions, energy, and dynamics
3. Heredity: Inheritance and variation of traits
4. Biological evolution: Unity and Diversity
